Prayer Petition #1: A Prayer for Our Church Staff and Their Families

Scripture Reading:
Nehemiah 9:5-6; Il Chronicles 29:11; Ephesians 4:11-16; Il Corinthians 6:1-10; | Timothy 3:1-13

Reflections of the Heart:

The characteristics of the Christian work are subject to testing. Without God, Christian work is vanity. A well trained labor
force to conduct God’s business begins with the fear of the Lord as necessity to launch a trek toward making wise decisions.
To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, judgment and equity, through the pursuit of an understanding of what God’s
intent is for the work He has called a ministry of His to accomplish, is the foundation for excellence in ministry work. The
family of God in Christ is commissioned to go out into the world and shed this Good News of excellence in ministry in
Christ. A successful church staff will hear and increase in the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ, to train up by word
and deed the families of all church members unto a better understanding, functioning as wise counselors in the name of the
Lord Jesus.

Scriptural Prayer:

O God, You are King over all the earth. We praise You with a psalm! (Psalms 47:7) Lord, there is no one like You! For
You are great, and Your name is full of power. (Jeremiah 10:6) You made the earth by Your power, and You preserve it by
Your wisdom. With Your own understanding You stretched out the heavens. (Jeremiah 10:12) We praise Your great and
awesome name. Your name is holy! (Psalms 99:3) We thank You, God, for making us Your captives and for continuing to
lead us along in Christ’s triumphal procession. Thank You for using our church staff to spread the knowledge of Christ
everywhere, like a sweet perfume. (11 Corinthians 2:14) We, Your people, the sheep of Your pasture, will thank You forever
and ever, praising Your greatness from generation to generation. (Psalms 79:13)

Heavenly Father, You have enriched our church in every way — with all of the eloquent words You have given our church
staff and all of their knowledge. We proclaim that they have received every spiritual gift they need as we all eagerly wait
for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. We expect that He will keep our church staff strong to the end so that they will be
free from all blame on the day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns. Father, You will do this, for You are faithful to do what
You say, and You have invited us into partnership with Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (I Corinthians 1:5, 7-9) By Your
power You make Your people strong, and by Your authority they will go wherever they wish (Zechariah 10:12a) to spread
the Good News. We claim, Father, that our church staff will not show favoritism to some, for how can they claim faith in
our glorious Lord Jesus Christ if they favor some people over others? If they favor some people over others, they are
committing a sin. (James 2:1, 8b) We proclaim that people who work at the church will tell all the people about Your justice.
They will not be afraid to speak out. We expect that no one in our church staff will keep the good news of Your justice
hidden in their hearts. They will talk about Your faithfulness and saving power. They will tell everyone in the great assembly
of Your unfailing love and faithfulness. (Psalms 40:9a, 10) They will praise You, Lord, for Your great love and for the
wonderful things You have done for them. They will exalt You publicly before the congregation and before the leaders of
the nation. (Psalms 107:31-32) But the kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by God’s power. (I Corinthians
4:20) We expect our church staff to not hide Your truths from their children and other family members, but to tell the next
generation about Your glorious deeds, about Your power and Your mighty wonders. (Psalms 78:4) We decree that they will
teach Your Word to their children. They will talk about Your truth when they are at home and when they are on the road,
when they are going to bed and when they are getting up, so that as long as the sky remains above the earth, they and their
children may flourish. (Deuteronomy 11:19, 21)

We pray, Father, for harmony in the church and that our church staff will build each other up. (Romans 14:19) May there
be no divisions in the church. Rather, may our church staff be of one mind, united in the name of Jesus Christ in thought
and purpose. (I Corinthians 1:10b) We pray, Father, that from Your glorious, unlimited resources You will empower Your
people in our church with inner strength through Your Spirit. May they experience the love of Christ, though it is too great
to understand fully. Then they will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from You. (Ephesians
3:16, 19) O God, we lift up to You the family members of our church staff. We pray, Father, that You will give them
patience when their loved ones are fulfilling their call and spending a great deal of time at the church in Your service. Holy
Spirit, counsel our church staff to be aware of the needs of each one of their family members — their physical and mental
needs as well as their spiritual needs.

Father, I commit to encouraging and assisting our church staff by:



Merciful Father, those on our church staff hold honorable positions in the church and must have lives that are above
reproach. We pray, Lord, that they will keep a close watch on how they live and on their teaching. (I Timothy 4:16a) If they
stray from the truth and from righteous living, Holy Spirit, convict them of their wrongdoing and counsel them to seek the
Father’s forgiveness, repent, and stay true to what is right for the sake of their own salvation and the salvation of their
children and those who hear them. (I Timothy 4:16b) Father, forgive both those who fail to discipline their children
(Proverbs 23:13a), and those who provoke their children to anger by the way they treat them. (Ephesians 6:4a) Rather, Holy
Spirit, encourage them to bring their children up with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord. (Ephesians
6:4b) Father, forgive me for (list the sins, say them out loud to the Lord). Holy Spirit, bring to my remembrance those I need
to forgive. (Take a moment and ask the Holy Spirit to show you names or faces of people that you may need to forgive. As
He shows you, say out loud, “I forgive name of person(s). ”)

Holy Spirit, remind our church staff and their families not to yield to temptation, and that Jesus Christ has delivered us from
the evil one.

Now all glory to You, God, for You are able, through Your mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more

than we might ask or think. Glory to You in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever! In
Jesus’ name, Amen. (Ephesians 3:20-21)

Scripture References for the Written Text:

Today I will trust God to:




